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August 18, 2021 

 

On August 2, 2021, the Georgia Department of Public Health issued an Amended Administrative Order signed 

by Kathleen Toomey, M.D., Commissioner, State Health Officer providing the following guidance for schools, 

“recognizing the importance of in-person learning, schools may elect to adhere to different quarantine 

requirements as developed by the local school district to facilitate in-person learning. Individuals subject to 

quarantine may only adhere to such different quarantine requirements as long as the point of exposure 

occurred in the school setting and as long as they remain asymptomatic.”  

 

After reviewing early data from our COVID reporting system for school exposures, we have identified that a low 

percentage of students are testing positive for COVID-19 based on school exposure. Therefore, effective 

immediately, the following guidelines will be in place:  

 

COVID-19 Positive Test Results  

 

● DPH guidance will be followed for all positive COVID-19 cases.  

● Please report positive COVID-19 cases using the Lowndes County Schools COVID-19 Reporting Form 

found on the Lowndes County Schools webpage under For Families/COVID Reporting. 

● School nurses will determine return to school dates for positive cases.  

 

School-Based - Close Contacts/Exposures 

 

Lowndes County Schools will no longer quarantine “school exposed students or staff” who are asymptomatic.  

 

● Parents will be notified when a student meets “close contact” criteria.  

● Close contacts are defined as being within 6 feet of a positive person for a total of 15 minutes.  

● Close contacts must wear a mask for 14 days following exposure while on school campus. 

● Close contacts should monitor symptoms daily prior to coming to school and stay home if any 

symptoms develop.  

● All students and staff should be practicing social distancing to the extent practical.  

● Quarantine will be required if the individual tests positive or begins to exhibit COVID-19 symptoms such 

as fever over 100.4, chills, cough, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, 

vomiting, diarrhea, sore throat. 

● Vaccinated staff and students are not required to quarantine unless positive or symptomatic 

regardless of exposure location.  
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Community-Based - Close Contacts/Exposures   

 

Based on the amended order, schools may only make modified decisions for school-based exposures. 

Community exposures are the responsibility of your medical provider or the Department of Public Health who 

should provide your quarantine timeframe. The return to school date is the first school day after your 

quarantine ends. 

 

● Community-based exposures are to follow DPH guidelines and return to school when quarantine 

ends.  

● Vaccinated staff and students are not required to quarantine unless positive or symptomatic 

regardless of exposure location.  

● Please contact your medical provider or Lowndes County Health Department for assistance in 

determining the return to school date (first school day after quarantine ends).  

● Once you know your return to school date, complete the Lowndes County Schools COVID-19 

Reporting Form. Once completed, student attendance will be marked accordingly. 

 

Student Learning While Isolated or Quarantined 

 

With regard to student learning, please contact your child’s teacher via email. Additionally,  your child can 

contact their teacher via email and Google Classroom for direction. Students will receive instruction while 

isolated or quarantined. 

 

We concur with the Department of Public Health’s order recognizing the importance of face-to-face learning 

and will continue to diligently monitor the impact of COVID-19 in our buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


